


WRITING STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES AND COURSE OBJECTIVES

*Assessment cannot begin until the outcomes have been defined.
Student Learning Outcomes (SLO’s) – 
· Concise, measurable statements about what a student should know, think or be able to do upon completion of the course.
· Outcomes are written using action verbs which follow higher-order skills on Bloom‟s Taxonomy (SEE ATTACHED)  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Typically, three to ten outcomes are sufficient to cover a single course. If your outline currently lists more than ten outcomes, they likely are not outcomes but are objectives or tasks written at too fine a detail. 
Writing SLO’s
· Review your course description – what is the class about?
· Consider asking yourself, what are the five key things students should learn in this class?
· Review the major assignments and exams for the course. What knowledge, skills and abilities do the students demonstrate on these measures? Consider how the course relates to others above or below it in a sequence, as there should be some parallelism and a building of skills and knowledge. 
· Does your department or program have any thematic outcomes that should be included? For example, many courses within the health professions include outcomes relating to multi-culturalism and professionalism. 
· When stating expected learning outcomes, it is important to use verbs that describe exactly what the learner(s) will be able to do upon completion of the course. Examples of good action words to include in expected learning outcome statements: Compile, identify, create, plan, revise, analyze, design, select, utilize, apply, demonstrate, prepare, use, compute, discuss, explain, predict, assess, compare, rate, critique, outline, or evaluate.
· There are some verbs that are unclear in the context of an expected learning outcome statement (e.g., know, be aware of, appreciate, learn, understand, comprehend, and become familiar with). These words are often vague, have multiple interpretations, or are simply difficult to observe or measure (American Association of Law Libraries, 2005).
· Ex. The students will appreciate music from other cultures. (difficult to measure)
·  The students will be able to identify the characteristics of music from other cultures.
Consider this: If you ran into a student who had taken your class the previous semester, what would you hope the student would say about what she took away from your course?
Course Objectives
· Review your course content – what topics are you teaching on?
· Small steps that lead toward a goal (Student Learning Outcome), for instance the discrete course content that faculty cover within a discipline. 
· For each SLO, what are the specific student behaviors, skills, or abilities that would tell you this SLO is being achieved?
· Objectives are usually more numerous and create a framework for the overarching student learning outcomes which address synthesizing, evaluating and analyzing many of the objectives (ASCCC, 2010, p. 10).
Difference between SLO’s and Course Objectives:
Course SLOs are the intended learning outcomes; objectives are the things that must be taught/covered in order to achieve those learning outcomes. Sometimes, these things are very close; often, they are quite distinct.” (March, 2009 ACCJC Newsletter, p. 3).

How do course SLOs relate to learning objectives? Most of the confusion about the difference between SLOs and learning objectives lies in the term “objectives.” Generally, objectives specify discrete steps taken within an educational program to achieve an outcome. They are the means, not the ends. So the “course” objectives specified by the California public college system’s Academic Senate, for example, are defined as follows: “Objectives are the key elements which must be taught each time the course is taught.”  (March, 2009 ACCJC Newsletter, p. 2).
Where confusion lies:
Must SLOs appear in the faculty members’ course syllabi? Yes. The Commission acknowledges that the use of the words “learning objectives” in this standard appears to be vestigial language from the 1994 Standards. The Commission is currently editing the standards to change the words “learning objectives” to “student learning outcomes.” (March, 2009 ACCJC Newsletter, p. 3).
Why both needed in the course of record (COR)

Effective summer 2015, course revisions (and new courses) need to include both Student Learning Outcomes and Course objectives to meet the requirements set forth by ACCJC and Title 5.  Courses that are eligible for C-ID designation my use the Course Objectives listed on the appropriate C-ID descriptor



A Few Examples:
Economics Course
SLO: Students will use economic theory and modeling to explain government policies and their effects.
	Objectives:
· Students will learn current economic events and explain their relevance in terms of economic principle and theory.
· Students will learn how to develop and run a statistical model analyzing the current rate of inflation in relation to the Consumer Price Index

English IA
Upon completion of this course, Students will be able to:
SLO: Write essays that deliberately connect audience and purpose in a variety of genres.
SLO: Support a complex thesis statement with sophisticated evidence.
SLO: Demonstrate proficiency in evaluating, integrating, and documenting sources.
	Objectives:  Students will learn how to:
• Read, discuss, and write about texts and the essays of peers in a thoughtful manner.
• Identify, analyze, and use various examples, evidence, appeals, etc.
• Find, evaluate, and incorporate textual evidence and research material into essays.
• Apply the stages of the writing process (P-W-R: prepare, write, and revise).
• Understand and avoid plagiarism by using MLA format for papers and references.
• Identify and correct grammatical or stylistic weaknesses in your writing.
• Reflect thoughtfully on your progress as a writer and a student.

Physical and Biological Sciences
Upon completion of this course, Students will be able to:
SLO: Apply critical thinking and analytical skills to interpreting scientific data sets.
SLO: Demonstrate written, visual, and/or oral presentation skills to communicate scientific knowledge.
SLO: Acquire and synthesize scientific information from a variety of sources.
SLO: Apply techniques and instrumentation to solve problems
	Objectives:  Students will learn how to:
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________



SLO: Identify the key theoretical positions in a topic area, discuss them critically, and apply them to particular issues
Objectives:
· Learn theories and their proponents
· Learn to critique the theories and discuss their applications
· Apply them to a specific problem or topic

SLO: Compare and contrast different approaches to theatrical costume design
Objectives:
· Identify key issues in costume design
· Different types of approaches to costume design

Class_______________
Upon completion of this course, Students will be able to:
SLO:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SLO:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SLO:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Objectives:  Students will learn how to:
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________



WRITING SLO WORKSHEET:
1A. In the space provided, list the major elements that you want your students TO KNOW (facts, theories, concepts, models, etc.) at the end of the course.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1B. In the following space, list the major things you want your students TO BE ABLE TO DO (skills, abilities, procedures, etc.) after taking the course
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Checkpoint! Please make sure your outcomes do not refer simply to the course content (the facts the students will know). Be sure to include learning outcomes that describe what the student can do and who they are. Brainstorm as many outcomes as you like in this section. Later on, you will have the opportunity to narrow down and prioritize these outcomes.


Rewrite the expected learning outcomes you listed under Steps 1A and 1B. In this section, be sure that these learning outcomes follow the guidelines discussed in the first section.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
While all the outcomes you brainstormed are likely to be important, it is recommended that you select no more than 5 – 10 student learning outcomes to be listed on your syllabus as the overall course-level expected learning outcomes. This helps to keep the course (and your assessment plan) focused and manageable. You will find that the other learning outcomes you listed will still have a place in your course. Most likely, you will address those learning objectives at a more basic level (e.g., as an outcome for a particular chapter, unit, assignment, etc.).




	

 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) Checklist
	Yes
	No

	Do the SLOs include active verbs?
	
	

	Comments:
	
	

	Do the SLOs suggest or identify an assessment?
	
	

	Comments:
	
	

	Do the SLOs address more sophisticated or deeper level of learning such as described in Bloom’s Taxonomy or Webb’s Depth of Knowledge as guidelines?
	
	

	Comments:
	
	

	Does the set of SLOs address more than one domain (cognitive, psychomotor, and affective)?
	
	

	Comments:
	
	

	Are the SLOs written as outcomes rather than as objectives?
· Language indicates an important overarching concept versus small lesson or chapter objectives.
· Outcomes address what a student will be able to do at the completion of the course. 
· SLOs address student competency rather than content coverage.
	
	

	Comments:
	
	

	Are the SLOs appropriate for the course or program?
· Consistent with the curriculum document of record
· Represents a fundamental result of the course
· Aligns with other courses in a sequence, if applicable
· Represents collegiate level work
	
	

	Comments:
	
	

	Do the SLOs reflect as value seen at other colleges, professional organizations or vocational expectations?
	
	

	Comments:
	
	

	Will students understand the SLOs?
	
	

	Comments:


As you talk colleagues about SLOs, keep these things in mind:
· Each class section, course, program and institution has unique factors.
· Disciplines have unique language and culture.
· Cross disciplinary conversations are invaluable; do not do this in a vacuum.
· Ultimately discipline-specific conversations best define competencies for students.
· Everyone is a learner when it comes to assessment.



Adding Course Objectives into CurricUNET
A visual is provided below on how to input the Course Objectives into CurricUNET. 
Process: After your last SLO, give the next SLO the heading ‘Course Objectives’ (see number 6 in the example below).  Enter all of the course objectives in one cell rather than as additional SLO’s. Use letters when you paste the Course Objectives so that they are different from the SLO’s. 
[image: ]
	



image2.emf

image1.emf



REVISED	
  Bloom’s	
  Taxonomy	
  Action	
  Verbs	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  


Definitions	
   I.	
  Remembering	
   II.	
  Understanding	
   III.	
  Applying	
   IV.	
  Analyzing	
   V.	
  Evaluating	
   VI.	
  Creating	
  


Bloom’s	
  
Definition	
  


Exhibit	
  memory	
  
of	
  previously	
  
learned	
  material	
  
by	
  recalling	
  facts,	
  
terms,	
  basic	
  
concepts,	
  and	
  
answers.	
  


Demonstrate	
  	
  
understanding	
  of	
  
facts	
  and	
  ideas	
  by	
  
organizing,	
  
comparing,	
  
translating,	
  
interpreting,	
  giving	
  
descriptions,	
  and	
  
stating	
  main	
  ideas.	
  


Solve	
  problems	
  to	
  
new	
  situations	
  by	
  
applying	
  acquired	
  
knowledge,	
  facts,	
  
techniques	
  and	
  
rules	
  in	
  a	
  different	
  
way.	
  


Examine	
  and	
  break	
  
information	
  into	
  
parts	
  by	
  identifying	
  
motives	
  or	
  causes.	
  	
  
Make	
  inferences	
  
and	
  find	
  evidence	
  
to	
  support	
  
generalizations.	
  


Present	
  and	
  
defend	
  opinions	
  
by	
  making	
  
judgments	
  about	
  
information,	
  
validity	
  of	
  ideas,	
  
or	
  quality	
  of	
  work	
  
based	
  on	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  
criteria.	
  	
  	
  


Compile	
  
information	
  
together	
  in	
  a	
  
different	
  way	
  by	
  
combining	
  
elements	
  in	
  a	
  
new	
  pattern	
  or	
  
proposing	
  
alternative	
  
solutions.	
  


Verbs	
   •	
   Choose	
  
•	
   Define	
  
•	
   Find	
  
•	
   How	
  
•	
   Label	
  
•	
   List	
  
•	
   Match	
  
•	
   Name	
  
•	
   Omit	
  
•	
   Recall	
  
•	
   Relate	
  
•	
   Select	
  
•	
   Show	
  
•	
   Spell	
  
•	
   Tell	
  
•	
   What	
  
•	
   When	
  
•	
   Where	
  
•	
   Which	
  
•	
   Who	
  
•	
   Why	
  


•	
   Classify	
  
•	
   Compare	
  
•	
   Contrast	
  
•	
   Demonstrate	
  
•	
   Explain	
  
•	
   Extend	
  
•	
   Illustrate	
  
•	
   Infer	
  
•	
   Interpret	
  
•	
   Outline	
  
•	
   Relate	
  
•	
   Rephrase	
  
•	
   Show	
  
•	
   Summarize	
  
•	
   Translate	
  


•	
   Apply	
  
•	
   Build	
  
•	
   Choose	
  
•	
   Construct	
  
•	
   Develop	
  
•	
   Experiment	
  with	
  
•	
   Identify	
  
•	
   Interview	
  
•	
   Make	
  use	
  of	
  
•	
   Model	
  
•	
   Organize	
  
•	
   Plan	
  
•	
   Select	
  
•	
   Solve	
  
•	
   Utilize	
  
	
  


•	
   Analyze	
  
•	
   Assume	
  
•	
   Categorize	
  
•	
   Classify	
  
•	
   Compare	
  
•	
   Conclusion	
  
•	
   Contrast	
  
•	
   Discover	
  
•	
   Dissect	
  
•	
   Distinguish	
  
•	
   Divide	
  
•	
   Examine	
  
•	
   Function	
  
•	
   Inference	
  
•	
   Inspect	
  
•	
   List	
  
•	
   Motive	
  
•	
   Relationships	
  
•	
   Simplify	
  
•	
   Survey	
  
•	
   Take	
  part	
  in	
  
•	
   Test	
  for	
  
•	
   Theme	
  


•	
   Agree	
  
•	
   Appraise	
  	
  
•	
   Assess	
  
•	
   Award	
  
•	
   Choose	
  
•	
   Compare	
  
•	
   Conclude	
  
•	
   Criteria	
  
•	
   Criticize	
  
•	
   Decide	
  
•	
   Deduct	
  
•	
   Defend	
  
•	
   Determine	
  
•	
   Disprove	
  
•	
   Estimate	
  
•	
   Evaluate	
  
•	
   Explain	
  
•	
   Importance	
  
•	
   Influence	
  
•	
   Interpret	
  
•	
   Judge	
  
•	
   Justify	
  
•	
   Mark	
  
•	
   Measure	
  
•	
   Opinion	
  
•	
   Perceive	
  
•	
   Prioritize	
  
•	
   Prove	
  
•	
   Rate	
  
•	
   Recommend	
  
•	
   Rule	
  on	
  
•	
   Select	
  
•	
   Support	
  
•	
   Value	
  


•	
   Adapt	
  
•	
   Build	
  
•	
   Change	
  
•	
   Choose	
  
•	
   Combine	
  
•	
   Compile	
  
•	
   Compose	
  
•	
   Construct	
  
•	
   Create	
  
•	
   Delete	
  
•	
   Design	
  
•	
   Develop	
  
•	
   Discuss	
  
•	
   Elaborate	
  
•	
   Estimate	
  
•	
   Formulate	
  
•	
   Happen	
  
•	
   Imagine	
  
•	
   Improve	
  
•	
   Invent	
  
•	
   Make	
  up	
  
•	
   Maximize	
  
•	
   Minimize	
  
•	
   Modify	
  
•	
   Original	
  
•	
   Originate	
  
•	
   Plan	
  
•	
   Predict	
  
•	
   Propose	
  
•	
   Solution	
  
•	
   Solve	
  
•	
   Suppose	
  
•	
   Test	
  
•	
   Theory	
  
•	
   Maximize	
  
•	
   Minimize	
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